
 

Dear Focal Points,                                                                                        Issue 12, November 2016 
[cc: DAC Delegates] 

In this newsletter, we are writing to inform you about: 

 11th Meeting of the National Focal Points for PCD, 28 October: Summary Record 

 Recent activities of the OECD-PCD Unit 

 New OECD publications: From a PCSD perspective 

 News from our Members and Partners 

Please note that we are continuously expanding our mailing list, so feel free to forward this 
email to your colleagues and let us know of any additional names to add to the list.  

With our best wishes, the OECD PCD Unit. 

 

11th MEETING OF THE NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS FOR PCD: SUMMARY RECORD 

Building policy coherence for sustainable development: Experiences and challenges in SDG 
implementation 

The 11th Meeting of the National Focal Points for PCD offered an opportunity for OECD 
government officials to have an informal exchange on (i) experiences and challenges related 
to strengthening PCSD for SDG implementation; (ii) different national approaches to track 
progress on PCSD (SDG target 17.14); and (iii) how policy and institutional coherence can be 
enhanced through OECD peer reviews. A Tour de Table among countries provided a good 
overview of how they are beginning to implement the SDGs at the national level, through 
various context-specific approaches and mechanisms. 

Participants were also briefed about the next steps 
on the OECD Strategic Response to the SDGs and 
the role of PCSD, as well as the outcomes of the 
meeting of the OECD Network of Senior Officials 
from Centres of Government, which met in 
Stockholm on 25-26 October to discuss the SDGs.  
 
To guide the group’s work going forward, the PCD 
Unit presented a proposal for “eight building 
blocks” for PCSD, based on initial findings in a 
number of Voluntary National reports to the 2016 
HLPF (right). Please visit the meeting website to 
read the complete summary record. 

 
 

 

https://www.oecd.org/dac/OECD-action-plan-on-the-sustainable-development-goals-2016.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/gov/cog.htm
http://www.oecd.org/gov/cog.htm
http://www.oecd.org/pcd/10thmeetingofthenationalfocalpointsforpolicycoherence.htm


RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE OECD PCD-UNIT 

Parliament & International Development, London, 27 October 

This public session, co-organised by the Houses of Parliament Outreach Service and 
AlphaZulu Advocates (a PCSD Partnership member), brought together a diverse range of 
stakeholders to discuss the UK Government's commitment to strategic development 
goals and coherent policies for strategic plans at national and international levels. Carina 
Lindberg was invited to give a presentation on “The role of policy and institutional coherence 
for SDG implementation: How can governments develop frameworks for monitoring 
coherence?”.  

Transitioning from PCD to PCSD, Paris, 3 November  

On 3 November, Coordination SUD, a CSO Platform, organised a one day event in Paris on 
Policy Coherence for Development with the aim to inform, educate and mobilise civil society 
for pursuing concrete analysis and advocacy in France.  The event covered PCD challenges in 
the areas of migration, energy, and trade as well as the institutional aspects and legal basis. 
Ebba Dohlman was invited to give a presentation on OECD’s approach to PCSD. 

ESDN Conference 2016, Bern, Switzerland, 10-11 November 

The ESDN Conference “Vertical integration in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development: Addressing the role of sub-national and local levels” was 
organised by the European Sustainable Development Network in co-operation with the Swiss 
Federal Office for Spatial Development. This one-and-a-half day event brought together 
policy-makers, experts and stakeholders from all over Europe.  It provided a good 
opportunity to take stock of diverse SDG implementation experiences at the national level in 
Europe and discuss the role of subnational and local actors. Conversations on regional and 
local activities in the context of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs included presentations from: 
North Rhine-Westphalia; Catalonia; Gironde; Wales; Tyrol; Wallonia; Basque Country; and 
regional hubs for SD in Germany. Ernesto Soria Morales from the OECD-PCD Unit was invited 
to speak in a panel entitled “How to make vertical integration successful for the 2030 
Agenda?” 

Seminar on policy coherence at the local and regional levels, Bilbao, 15 November 

The one-day event “The Basque Country in the face of the SDGs and 2030 Agenda: The 
challenge of policy coherence in Basque institutions” was organised by the Sabino Arana 
Foundation in collaboration with the Basque Agency for Development Cooperation. It 
discussed concrete ways to implement the Reference Framework for Policy Coherence for 
Development in the Basque Country, which was approved by the Government’s Council in 
April 2016. The Seminar brought together representatives from different departments of the 
regional government, provincial councils, academics and civil society organisations. Ernesto 
Soria Morales was invited to give a presentation on “PCSD as a means of implementation for 
the 2030 Agenda and SDGs. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.elankidetza.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/coherencia_avcd/es_def/adjuntos/Reference%20Framework_ENG.pdf
http://www.elankidetza.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/coherencia_avcd/es_def/adjuntos/Reference%20Framework_ENG.pdf


NEW OECD PUBLICATIONS: FROM A PCSD PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supreme Audit Institutions and Good Governance: Oversight, Insight 
and Foresight 

What role for Supreme Audit Institutions (SAIs) in enhancing policy 
coherence? This report maps the activities of ten leading SAIs in Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, France, Korea, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, South 
Africa and the United States. In particular, it looks at how these SAIs 
assess key stages of the policy cycle as well as resulting policies and 
programmes. SAIs have untapped potential to go beyond their 
traditional oversight role and contribute evidence for more informed 
policy-making. The report provides examples and case studies of SAIs’ 
activities that consider and support the integration of international good 
practices into policy and programme formulation, implementation and 
evaluation. It provides guidance for SAIs seeking to engage in oversight, 
insight and foresight, taking into account the SAI’s internal strategy as 
well as policy challenges and actors in the external environment. 

The Implications of Agricultural Trade and Market Developments for 
Food Security 

Reducing hunger and undernourishment is a global priority and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have the ambitious target of 
eradicating hunger entirely by 2030. Using the OECD-FAO Agricultural 
Outlook to 2024, this working paper provides projections on the 
availability of calories at the national level, for the number of persons 
undernourished, and for the proportion of undernourishment (PoU) that 
are consistent with the market projections of the Outlook’s baseline. It 
also considers the impact on undernourishment of four alternative 
scenarios: faster income growth relative to the baseline in developing 
countries; stronger growth in agricultural productivity; a combination of 
a faster income growth with a stronger productivity growth; and finally a 
more equitable access to available food supplies. The analysis confirms 
that it is not lack of available food that is the fundamental problem, but 
rather effective access to that food. Trade plays an increasing role in 
ensuring national food availability for many countries. 

 

The Cost of Air Pollution in Africa 

This working paper is a first attempt at calculating the cost of air 
pollution in Africa. More precisely, it is a calculation of the major part of 
this cost: namely, the cost of premature deaths attributable to air 
pollution. In the period from 1990 to the present, and at each 
succeeding five-year interval in between, the death toll from air pollution 
in Africa has risen in tandem with the uninterrupted growth in the size of 
the urban population of Africa over this period. For Africa as a whole, in 
2013 the estimated economic cost of premature deaths from ambient 
particulate matter pollution was appr. USD 215 billion. The estimated 
economic cost of premature deaths from household air pollution was 
appr. USD 232 billion.  

 
 

http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/governance/supreme-audit-institutions-and-good-governance_9789264263871-en#.WCxsK032bcs
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/agriculture-and-food/the-implications-of-agricultural-trade-and-market-developments-for-food-security_5jlr579rkqwk-en#.WCxuyU32bcs
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/development/the-cost-of-air-pollution-in-africa_5jlqzq77x6f8-en#.WCxwcU32bcs


 

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS AND PARTNERS 

Switzerland 

On October 12, the Swiss Government approved its Report on Illicit Financial Flows from 
Developing Countries. The document responds to two requests by the Swiss parliament and 
is arguably the first comprehensive analysis of the phenomenon by an OECD country being at 
the same time an important financial center. 

The report analyses roots, mechanisms, drivers, and volumes of IFF. The analysis 
distinguishes between roles and conditions of countries of origin, of countries of destination, 
as well as the importance of the international environment. With its focus on corruption, 
money-laundering as well as tax evasion and tax avoidance, the report draws on wide 
ranging OECD work as well as from other institutions.  

The report further provides an detailed overview of contributions and measures undertaken 
by Switzerland at the international and domestic level to curb IFF with a view to avoid 
outflows of scarce financial resources from developing countries and protect the integrity of 
Switzerland as a financial center. 

The report is currently available in French, German, and (at a later stage) in Italian.  

Additionally, an independent study “Illicit financial flows - Scope for Swiss authorities for 
action from a development policy perspective” by two Swiss academics of the University of 
Basel (Basel Institute on Governance), make an attempt to analyse - from a development 
policy perspective - the challenges for developing countries as they arise from illicit financial 
flows (IFF), and document the scope and need for action for Swiss authorities.  

 
 

 

http://www.admin.ch/gov/en/start/documentation/media-releases.msg-id-64112.html
http://www.admin.ch/gov/en/start/documentation/media-releases.msg-id-64112.html
http://www.newsd.admin.ch/newsd/message/attachments/45658.pdf
http://www.newsd.admin.ch/newsd/message/attachments/45657.pdf
http://www.helbing.ch/detail/ISBN-2251189393560/Zeitschrift-f%C3%BCr-Schweizerisches-Recht-Band-135-2016-I-Heft-4

